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SUBJECT: STARR KIDNAPPING: CONTACT WITH MANCHOLA 

1 . PEACE CORPS DIRECTOR SORZANO MET WITH MANCHOLA EARLY THIS 
AFTERNOON (OCT 28, 1977). MANCHOLA SAID THAT FARC EXPECTED 

AN OFFICIAL COLOMBIAN REPLY (PRESUMABLE IN THE FORM OF A 
WRITTEN MESSAGE) TO THEIR OFFER TO EXCHANGE STARR FOR GUARACAS. 

SINCE THERE HAD NOT BEEN A FORMAL REPLY, FARC DECLINED TO SAY 
ANYTHING EITHER ON THE SUBJECT OF THE INTERMEDIARY OR ON THE 
ISSUES RAISED IN MRS. JENSEN'S LETTER. FARC INDICATED TO 
MANCHOLA, HOWEVER, THAT THEY INTENDED TO MAKE PUBLIC- VIA 
RADIO- THE DEMAND WHICH THEY HAD MADE OF THE COLOMBIAN GOVT. 

2. ASKED ABOUT HIS INTERPRETATION OF FARC’S STANCE, MANCHOLA 
REPLIED THAT FARC HAD INDICATED TO HIM THAT THEY WERE NOT 
INTERESTED IN MONEY BUT WANTED THE RELEASE OF GUARACAS. 

SORZANO ASKED WHETHER MANCOLA HAD ANY IDEA OF FARC'S 
LIKELY RESPONSE TO AN OFFER FROM MRS. JENSEN TO PAY A 
RANSOM OF 10. 15, 20 THOUSAND DOLLARS. MANCHOLA 

REPLIED THAT ON THE BASIS OF HIS TALKS WITH FARC HE BELIEVED 
THAT IF FARC COULD NOT OBTAIN THE RELEASE OF GUARACAS THEN 
THEY WOULD PROBABLY ASK FOR' 1 SOMETHING ELSE". HE DID NOT 
KNOW WHAT ELSE THEY MIGHT ASK FOR BUT HE DID NOT THINK 
THAT FARC WOULD KILL STARR IF THE COLOMBIANS REFUSED TO RELEASE 
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GUARACAS. TO DO SO WOULD PREVENT THEM FROM OBTAINING 
SOMETHING IN RETURN FOR STARR'S RELEASE. 

3. SORZANO ASKED MANCHOLA WHETHER FARC HAD SHOWN ANY RE- 
ACTION TO THE INTERMEDIARY’S CONDITIONS FOR PLAYING HIS ROLE. 

MANCHOLA SAID THAT FARC WAS "DUBIOUS" ABOUT THE INTER 
MEDIARY AND THESE CONDITIONS. THEY WERE ESPECIALLY CON- 
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CERNED ABOUT THE NEED TO RESTRICT TO A BARE MINIMUM THE 
NUMBER OF PERSONS INVOLVED IN THE CASE. USE OF ADDITIONAL INTER- 
MEDIARY ADDED ONE MORE PERSON. SORZANO ASSURED MANCHOLA THAT 
EXSISTENCE AND IDENTITY OF INTERMEDIARY WAS BEING VERY CLOSELY 
HELD. AS FOR INTERMEDIARY'S CONDITIONS, SORZANO POINTED OUT 
THAT FARC SHOULD ALSO UNDERSTAND THAT IT WAS NOT 
PARTCULARLY EASY TO FIND PEOPLE WILLING TO SERVE AS INTER- 
MEDIARIES IN KIDNAPPING CASES. THE NUMBER OF CANDIDATES 
WAS FURTHER REDUCED BY THE FACT THAT MRS. JENSEN ALSO HAD 
TO BE ABLE TO TRUST THE PERSON IN QUESTION. THE AMERICAN CHOSEN 
MET THESE CRITERIA AND WHILE HE WOULD NOT 
HAVE THE FLEXIBILITY OF A NATIVE COLOMBIAN AS TO WHEN AND 
WHERE HE COULD BE SEEN, WE, NEVERTHELESS, WERE FULLY 
CONFIDENT THAT HE WOULD BE A GOOD INTERMEDIARY. 

4. MANCHOLA THEN SAID THAT WITHIN THE NEXT TWO WEEKS 
HE WOULD MEET PERSONALLY WITH FARC'S LEADERSHIP. HE WAS 
WORRIED, HOWEVER, THAT THE COLOMBIAN ARMY MIGHT MOVE IN AND 
THUS PREVENT HIS CONTACT WITH FARC (SEE PARA EIGHT BELOW). 
SORZANO SUGGESTED THAT HE TAKE THE OPPORTUNITY TO DISCUSS WITH 
THEM THE FOLLOWING POINTS: 1) THE DESIRABILITY OF SHIFTING THE 
FOCUS OF THE DEMANDS AWAY FROM THE COLOMBIAN GOVERNMENT 
AND TOWARDS MRS. JENSEN, WHO WAS MOST ANXIOUS TO RESCUE 

HER SON BY MEETING ANY REASONABLE MONETARY DEMAND. 2) 

TO EXPLAIN TO FARC THE CONSTRAINTS UNDER WHICH MRS. JENSEN'S 
SELECTION OF AN INTERMEDIARY HAD TO PROCEED AND TO CONVEY 
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TO THEM THAT BOTH MRS. JENSEN AND THE INTERMEDIARY WERE 
AS INTERESTED AS FARC IN KEEPING THE NUMBER OF PEOPLE IN- 
VOLVED DOWN TO THE BAREST MINIMUM. 3) TO ENCOURAGE FARC 
TO HELP FACILITATE THE DELIVERY OF THE BACKPACK FOR STARR 
WHICH WAS CURRENTLY BEING HELD BY THE RED CROSS IN NEIVA. 

5. MANCHOLA AGREED TO RAISE ALL THREE ISSUES WITH FARC'S 
LEADERSHIP. HE ALSO SAID THAT HE PERSONALLY BELIEVED THAT 
THE BEST THING WAS TO SHIFT THE FOCUS OF DEMANDS TOWARDS 
MRS. JENSEN AND THAT HE WOULD TRY TO CONVINCE THEM ON THIS 
POINT. 

6. SORZANO SUGGESTED ANOTHER MEETING ON OR AROUND NOV. 15 
BUT MANCHOLA ASKED FOR MORE TIME AND THE DATE OF NOV. 25 
WAS AGREED UPON. SOZANO THEN GAVE MANCHOLA 400 PESOS 
FOR HIS TRAVEL EXPENSES AND THE MEETING ENDED AFTER 
APPROXIMATELY ONE HOUR. 

7. REQUEST EMBASSY BE AUTHORIZED INFORM FOREIGN MINISTRY 
OF FARC'S DESIRE FOR FORMAL, WRITTEN REPLY TO THEIR DEMAND 
FOR A PRISONER EXCHANGE AND ALSO TO ALERT MINISTRY TO 
LIKELIHOOD OF FARC’S PUBLICIZING THIS DEMAND. 
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8. WE ARE NOT AWARE OF ANY PLANS FOR STEPPED-UP ACTION BY 
THE COLOMBIAN ARMY IN AREA WHERE STARR IS BELIEVED TO BE 
HELD BUT WE WILL MAKE FURTHER, DISCREET INQUIRIES ABOUT 
THE ARMY'S INTENTIONS AND IF WARRANTED REQUEST WASHINGTON'S 
AUTHORIZATION TO CAUTION GOC AGAINST MILITARY MOVES WHICH 
COULD JEOPARDIZE OUR COMMON OBJECTIVE OF SAVING STARR S 
LIFE. 

DREXLER 
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